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Data, Information, Significance, Decisions and Traffic Injuries 

Abstract: 

Data without context is not information, because, as Gregory Bateson says, 

information is difference that makes a difference. To make a difference there is a 

need for significance, and significance comes from comparison; comparison could 

be between one thing and its context, or between one thing and its consequences, or 

between one thing and another – not necessarily opposite. 

The paper will present the social and economic costs of traffic injuries in order to 

discuss the methodological issues relating to how to turn data into information; and 

how to contextualize information so that its significance could be perceived; it will 

also outline how significance is indispensable when there is a need to turn data into 

decisions. 

Comparisons will be discussed between the costs of injuries, education, insurance, 

and general health care, as well as the direct, indirect, short and long term costs of 

traffic injuries, to discuss the different contexts within which data can be analysed. 

Local issues will be compared to international experience and actual initiatives will be 

used as references. 

The central objective of the paper is to contribute to the conference’s main topic: to 

use data to guide action or policy decisions 

 

 


